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OESCAIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Although there probably are more graves in the immediate area, visual
evidence of the Custis family burial ground ceonsists of two tombs
surrounded by a poured concrete platform raised a few inches above

ground level. The tombs are enclosed by a high iron fence, all of which
is set in a grove of trees. The limestone slab resting on a low brick
base marks the grave of John Custis (1630-1696), Major General and member
of the Council for Virginia and progenitor of the Custis family in America.
However, his grave is overshadowed by the box-like marble tomb of John
Custis IV with its pyramidal top and drapery carvings on the long sides
surrounding the inscriptions. On the east end of the tomb 1s carved the
Custis family crest, while an elaborate design on the west end uses a
human skull motif set within a shield.

The original Arlington house of the Custis family stood near the graveyard,
probably to the south.
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STATEMENT. OF SIGNIFICANCE .

The land's historiec associations make it one of the most significant
unexcavated colonial sites in Virginia. The Custig family was oue of
the more notable Virginia families, and its descendants include the wife
of General Robert E. Lee and 'the adopted grandchildren of George Washingtom.

The progenitor of the Custis family was Major General John Custis (1630-
1696), whose tomb is one of the two remaining ones in the graveyard.
Custis came to Virginia circa 1650 and established his seat at Arlington
on the Eastern Shore. He became a man of importance, and by the time

of his death had served on the Council of Virginia and as major-general
of Virginia. One of his descendants, George Washington Parke Custis,
grandson of Martha Washington, was to name his plantation Arlington, in
honor of his ancestral bome, and this in turn was later to be turmed into
Arlington National Cemetery.

At his death in 1696, General Custis left Arlington to his grandson,

John Custis IV (circa 1679-circa 1750), whose elaborate tomb is the other
extant one in the graveyard. John Custis IV was the son of another John
Custis (1653-1713), who served as a member of the Council and as major~-
general of Virginia. John Custis IV was a man of prominence, carrying on
the family tradition of serving as a member of the Council. He is also
remembered for his tempestuous marriage with Frances Parke, the daughter
of Daniel Parke who died while governor of the Leeward Islands. Custis
was also an outstanding gardener and conducted many botanical experiments
on the grounds of his house in Williamsburg. His son, Daniel Parke Custis,
was to be the first husband of Martha Washington, and his great-great-
granddaughter, Mary Anne Randolph Custis, was to marry Robert E. Lee.

The use of skull motifs on the marble grave marker of John Custis IV can
be found on some other funerary sculpture in Virginia, but it is certainly
much more rare here than in New England. This finely carved monument is
important also because of its remarkable state of preservation and because
it is signed by its maker, William Colley of Fenchurch Street, London.
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U.5.G.S. 74' quadrangle (Scale:124000)
Elliots Creek, Va. (1955)
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